
Feb.22. 2020


Dear Fellow Low Flute Lovers, 

We understand that many of you are concerned whether the festival will actually be held because of the 
novel coronavirus outbreak. In the last few days, the executive committee has been discussing how we 
would pursue in this situation. We have also consulted with the Chiba Convention Bureau, Urayasu Music 
Hall and the Japanese flute manufacturers.


As the conditions evolve each day, we would like to share our views on the matter as of Feb.22, 2020 (JT).


After careful discussions, we are considering to go forward with the festival, however, downsizing the event 
as precautionary measures and it will be done as follows:


*We will no longer admit any general participants from now on.                                                                       
*Number of family members and guests to be admitted will be reduced.                                                          
*There will be no trial playing of the exhibited instruments in the exhibit booths. OK to hold but no playing.                                                 
*Performances of the accepted proposals and the Alto Flute Competition Finals will take place as 
scheduled. However, if there is anyone unwell or with serious chronic disease, please kindly consider 
refraining from attending the festival.                          


We ask for your understanding that the festival schedule is subject to change according to any 
development with the novel coronavirus within the nation or prefecture.                                                                


Having all that said, most of us basically live a normal life, going teaching, going shopping, going to 
rehearsals, or seeing friends, however, with more caution at this time. 
We are advised to carefully hand-wash and gargle whenever we can, a common practice to avoid a cold or 
the flu particularly this time of year. 

Notes on the Participation Fee:                                                                                                                                             
Whether the festival is canceled or if it is the choice not to attend, there will be no refund to the performers 
of any proposed event. The entire venue has been already paid for in addition to other fees for the 
preparation. We kindly ask for your understanding.                                                                                                                        
As for the general participants and guests, there will be a full refund in case the festival is canceled. 
However, no refund can be made if it is the participant’s or the guest’s choice not to attend.


We feel regretful for the unfortunate circumstances at hand and that we cannot make the decision for you 
whether to make the trip. However, we assure you that we continue to do our very best to realize a 
successful festival. 


On a brighter note, they have just recently announced the Sakura forecast. The mild winter we have had so 
far will let the cherry trees start blooming March 15th, meaning, it will most likely be in full bloom the 
weekend of our low flutes festival. 

We will keep you posted with updates on our website, Facebook and Twitter.                                                                
Website:   https://lowflutesfestival.org                                                                                                                        
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/2020ILFF/                                                                                                          
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/2ndFlutes


Warmest regards,


2020ILFF Executive Committee


Yuko Hoshi   Committee Chair                                                                                                                                    
2020ilffjapan@gmail.com
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